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“Practicing Resurrection!” 
April 12, 2026 
Steve Ramer 
 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 11: 17 -26. (NRSVue) 
17 Now in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come 
together it is not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, to begin with, when you come 
together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you… 19 Indeed, there have 
to be factions among you, for only so will it become clear who among you are genuine. 
20 When you come together, it is not really to eat the Lord’s supper. 21 For when the 
time comes to eat, each of you proceeds to eat your own supper, and one goes hungry 
and another becomes drunk. 22 What! Do you not have households to eat and drink in? 
Or do you show contempt for the church of God and humiliate those who have 
nothing?… 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In 
the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as 
you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   
 
Sermon 
Last week I mentioned Wendell Berry’s poem, Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation 
Front, and the two words that he ends that poem with, “practice resurrection.” Pretty 
direct and definitive instructions, wouldn’t you say? 
 
I’d like to stick with this idea as a theme for the season of Easter that started last 
Sunday and will go until Pentecost. 
 
Of course one way to “practice resurrection” is to do, repeatedly, those things that 
Jesus, the one actually resurrected on Easter, instructed us to do. “Practice,” after all,  
“makes perfect!” 
 
In this morning’s passage we have the earliest recounting of the Lord’s Supper in the NT 
since the letters that Paul wrote to the churches in Corinth preceded all of the Gospels. 
 
Now in the Mennonite church that I grew up in, it was this passage that was used when 
we celebrated communion and not the gospel accounts of the Last Supper. 
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The focus was always on the statement, “Do this in remembrance of me!” I guess if we 
constantly remember Jesus, then perhaps, we won’t  forget what he did and said, and 
more likely, do what he did. 
 
But what I really want to point out this morning is that these communion instructions 
given by Paul were shared in the context of folks who were not getting along. Imagine 
that! Even those first groups of folks who began gathering, in the middle of the first 
century CE, didn’t always agree.  
 
In fact some of those house churches in Corinth were pretty messed up. Hence the 
need for Paul to send them several letters so as to help “straighten them out.” 
 
One major problem was with how some were celebrating communion. The ritual that 
should be bringing folks together was actually tearing them apart as it separated the 
“haves” from the “have nots.” 
 
And Paul was furious! 
 
How sad as well to know that the divisions didn’t stop in Corinth! Probably the only 
thing more divisive among Christians, than communion, is how we baptize folks. 
 
The fact then, that we may not always agree on everything here at FCMF, is first of all 
not anything new in the history of the Christianity, and frankly, to honestly disagree 
should not be a problem.   
 
Even Paul seems to say that maybe conflict is actually good for churches,  since in verse 
19 he says, “Indeed, there have to be factions among you, for only so will it become 
clear who among you are genuine.” 
 
Well thanks for that encouragement Paul! 
 
But often the only way that we get to the truth, is together!  
 
I can attest that some of my most important changes were the result of having to be 
around some of the most annoying people. We can disagree with each other but we 
also need to try and do what we can to stick together. Nothing really changes in this 
world when we go solo.  
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True communion, truly remembering Jesus, and fully practicing resurrection only 
happens within a community. Communion combines both community and union. 
We celebrate it so that we will not forget Jesus and to fulfill Jesus’ desire that we live 
together in unity. A unity that does not always mean unanimity! 


