
1 

 

“So Let Your Little Light Shine!” 
August 30, 2026 

Steve Ramer 
 
Scripture: Matthew 5:13- 16 
13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
14 "You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 
15 No one, after lighting a lamp, puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lamp stand, 
and it gives light to all in the house. 
16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 
Sermon 
There’s a lot of talk these days about voting. Lots of election primaries over the last few 
months. We have also had a lot of news coverage recently about how (specifically the 
use of mail in ballots) and more generally, whom should be allowed to vote.  
 
Last Friday, August 28th, was the 63rd anniversary of the now famous 1963 March on 
Washington. Add to this that there are lots of valid reason to be concerned as free and 
fair elections for this fall do hang precariously in the balance. Foreboding darkness 
seems to be growing like a storm cloud. But just as the deepest darkness seems to 
make the smallest lights appear  even brighter, we must continue to believe and place 
our hope in the fact that the Holy Spirit’s light will overcome our darkness.  
 
This morning I want to share a bit about a brighter moment in US history. Just last week 
we passed an anniversary of  monumental importance of an event that occurred 106 
years ago. Anyone care to tell me what that anniversary was?  
 
Think voting… think August of 1920… on August 18, 1920, the 19th Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States was ratified by the 36th state. And then on August 26, 
1920, that vote was certified. That Amendment to the Constitution states that, “The 
right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any state on account of sex." The amendment was the result of a 
decades-long movement for women's suffrage in the United States.  
 
The amendment was first introduced in Congress in 1878, but it would take 42 years to 
finally ratify it. An interesting factoid that I didn’t know was that before 1776, women 
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were allowed to vote in several of the original 13 colonies. But by 1807 every state in 
the Union had adopted constitutions denying women even limited suffrage.  
 
Ida B. Wells had been fighting for the 19th Amendment longer than almost anyone. 
Wells was born into slavery in Holly Springs, Mississippi in 1862 and was emancipated 
with her parents during the Civil War. But then when she was just 16, both of her 
parents died of yellow fever leaving her to care for her six younger siblings.  
 
She became a school teacher in Memphis, where she began speaking out against racial 
inequality. Before long, she became a journalist. And then after a friend and two other 
black businessmen were lynched in 1892, Wells began investigating lynchings across the 
country.  
 
Her reporting debunked the fallacy frequently voiced by whites at the time – that all 
Black lynching victims were guilty of crimes. Wells also exposed the brutality of 
lynching, and she aimed to demonstrate the truth about this violence and advocate for 
measures to stop it. A white mob soon burned the office of her newspaper.  
 
Prior to this, a local white newspaper said this about Ida, "The fact that a Black 
scoundrel [Ida B. Wells] is allowed to live and utter such loathsome and repulsive 
calumnies is a volume of evidence as to the wonderful patience of Southern Whites.”  
 
Wells had been out of town at the time and she never returned to Memphis. But she 
didn't let that stop her. She kept on writing. According to the Equal Justice Initiative, 
4,084 African Americans were murdered in the South, alone, between 1877 and 1950. 
Southern states and all white juries seldom indicted any of the perpetrators, even in 
those instances where perpetrators were featured in actual photographs taken of the 
lynching! 
 
Wells was an outspoken Black female activist who faced public disapproval, sometimes 
from other leaders within the civil rights movement and the Women's Suffrage 
movement as well. On September 15, 1883, and again on May 4, 1884, train conductors 
with the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway ordered Wells to give up her seat in the first-
class ladies car and move to another car. When Wells refused to give up her seat, on 
one occasion the conductor and two other men physically dragged her out of the car.  
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Wells gained publicity in Memphis when she wrote a newspaper article for The Living 
Way, a Black church weekly, about her treatment. Wells won her case on December 24, 
1884, but it was overturned on an appeal to the Tennessee Supreme Court, which 
concluded:  
"We think it is evident that the purpose of the defendant in error was to harass with a 
view to this suit, and that her persistence was not in good faith to obtain a comfortable 
seat for the short ride." 
 
She also began traveling across the country and overseas to campaign against lynching 
while also organizing black women around civil rights and for women's suffrage. In 
January of 1913, seven years before women gained the right to vote, she founded the 
Alpha Suffrage Club, which worked to get black women involved in politics and to elect 
candidates who would represent their communities.  
 
Two months later, Wells traveled to Washington, D.C. for one of the largest 
demonstrations for women's suffrage in American history. When she arrived, she was 
told that she couldn't march with the white women but with the other black women at 
the back of march.  
 
Instead, she waited in the crowd along the sidewalk while the march passed and then 
stepped out into the street, joining her Illinois delegation. During World War I, the U.S. 
government placed Wells under surveillance, labeling her a dangerous "race agitator.” 
But she defied this threat by continuing her civil rights work. 
  
Of course the ratification and certification of the 19th Amendment was a momentous 
victory for all women and worthy of celebration. But it was also a betrayal.  
 
One very important door had certainly opened, but inside that door, another door 
remained closed. Black people, men and women, wouldn't truly have unfettered access 
to the ballot for another 45 years with the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. But 
that seems to be the pattern in our nation. The advance that isn't complete, the victory 
that leaves some behind. The promise that has to be made again and again and again 
until one day the light reaches everyone who was left standing in the shadows.  
 
Ida B. Wells was just one light, no doubt a pretty big spotlight that exposed one of the  
most evil parts of the Jim Crow south. But she joined her light with the lights, both big 
and small, of so many other female activists to secure the rights to vote. They became 
like a city on a far distance hill whose light is seen. A city whose light draws the weary 
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and oppressed to safety and shelter as well as providing light for many to radiate 
outwards bringing that light of true justice to other nations and cities. 
 
Certainly there is much darkness out there that needs overcoming in our world right 
now. So what ya gonna do?  
 
But as bad as things are right now, they ain’t nothin’ compared to what Ida and her 
comrades had to face. So take inspiration from her and let your little light shine!  
 
Let it shine on those schemes being hatched to disenfranchise voters.  
 
Let it pierce the walls of every ICE detention center in the land.  
 
Let it shine in the streets of our very own city where masked agents, just last week, felt 
free to saunter down College Avenue in old town. 
 
Let it shine in the darkest corridors where wars are planned and executed. Join your 
little light with lots of other little lights in order to bring real hope to the poor.  
 
So what ya gonna do?  
 
“This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine… This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it 
shine… This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine!  


