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SEASON OF PENTECOST

Romans 8:2 A new power is in operation. The Spirit of life in Christ, like a strong wind, has magnificently cleared
the air, freeing you from a fated lifetime of brutal tyranny at the hands of sin and death. (The Message)

1. GATHERING

Musical Prelude (John and Richard): "Adagio Cantabile" from Pathetique Sonata by Mendelssohn
Call to Worship: #877 (Steve)

All: Come, Holy Spirit. “If we do not transform our pain, we will always
L: Enter our silences. transmit it. Always someone else has to suffer because
All: Come, Holy Spirit, we don’t know how to suffer.” — Richard Rohr

L: Into the depths of our longing.

All: Come Holy Spirit,

L: Unmask our pretending. Enter our trusting,
Enter our fearing,

Enter our letting go,

Enter our holding back.

All: Come, Holy Spirit,

L: Embrace and free us.

“Compassion asks us to go where it hurts, to enter into
the places of pain, to share in brokenness, fear,
confusion, and anguish. Compassion challenges us to cry
out with those in misery, to mourn with those who are
lonely, to weep with those in tears. Compassion requires
us to be weak with the weak, vulnerable with the
vulnerable, and powerless with the powerless.
Compassion means full immersion in the condition of
being human.” — Henri Nouwen



Opening Prayer - #994 (Steve)

Gracious God, when there is nothing we can say, we give you thanks that your Spirit intercedes for us with sighs
too deep for words.

Loving God, when there is nothing we can do, we give you thanks that you are working for good in this world of
struggle and pain.

Holy God, when there is nothing else we know, still we give you thanks that nothing in life or in death, nothing in
heaven or on earth, nothing in this world or the world to come will ever separate us from your great love;
through Jesus Christ. — Amen

Congregational Singing (Cathy)
Special Music (John and Richard): "Sadness of Soul" from Songs Without Words

Welcome and Passing of the Peace

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also, with you.

All: Let us offer one another signs of peace, reconciliation, and love.

2. HEARING GOD’S WORD

Scriptures: Selected verses from Romans 8 (The Message)

2 A new power is in operation. The Spirit of life in Christ, like a strong wind, has magnificently cleared the air,
freeing you from a fated lifetime of brutal tyranny at the hands of sin and death.

26 Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the waiting, God's Spirit is right alongside helping us along. If we
don't know how or what to pray, it doesn't matter. The Sprit does our praying in and for us, making prayer out
of our wordless sighs, our aching groans.

28 That's why we can be so sure that every detail in our lives of love for God is worked into something good.
31 So, what do you think? With God on our side like this, how can we lose?

35 Do you think anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ's love for us? There is no
way! Not trouble, not hard times, not hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not
backstabbing...

38 I'm absolutely convinced that nothing - nothing living or dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow,

39 high or low, thinkable or unthinkable - absolutely nothing can get between us and God's love because of the
way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.

Sermon: “Pain Can Become Joy!”

Things don't always go our way. Crushing disappointments can range from the tragic
death of someone dear to us to the loss of a certain skill or a job that we love. At
first we are confused and hurt. But hopefully with time, we can also begin to see
how those bad things can result in something good.

3. RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Congregational Singing (Cathy)

Response

Joys and Concerns
Offering & Music (John and Richard): "Menuet in G" from Opus 2 by Beethoven
Sending: #1051 (Steve)

Leader: In our concerns and in our choices, “Our heavenly Father understands our disappointment,
All: God is with us. suffering, pain, fear, and doubt. He is always there to
Leader: In our disappointments and in our joys, encourage our hearts and help us understand that He's
All: God is with us. sufficient for all of our needs. — Charles Stanley

Leader: In our protesting and in our serving,

All: God is with us.

Leader: Now and always,

All: God is with us.

Musical Postlude (John and Richard): Excerpt from Eine Kliene Nacht Musik by Bach
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