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January 18, 2026 
“When Hell Froze Over” 

In-Person (Grey Rock Commons) and ZOOM Meeting 
FORT COLLINS MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP 

300 E. Oak Street, Ft. Collins, CO 80524 
Worship: 10:00 AM Pastor:  Steve Ramer Office: (970) 658-2623    Cell: 970-412-7510 

 

 

SEASON OF EPIPHANY 
Epiphany means “to make manifest.” This is the season when we see Jesus’ divine mission revealed to the world. 
After delivering their monetary tributes and pledging their allegiance to their new king, those intrepid 
astronomers climbed back into their saddles again. But the journey home was via a different path since being 
wholly transformed, they could not go back the way they came. Today, the star still leads us to reflect its light. 

1. GATHERING 
Prelude (Stan) 

Call to Worship: Psalm 138 (Steve) 

All: I will praise you, LORD, with all my heart; before 
the “gods” I will sing your praise. 

L: I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name for your unfailing love and your 
faithfulness, for you have so exalted your solemn decree that it surpasses your fame. 

P:  When I called, you answered me; you greatly emboldened me. 

L: May all the kings of the earth praise you, LORD, when they hear what you have decreed. 

P:  May they sing of the ways of the LORD, for the glory of the LORD is great. 

L: Though the LORD is exalted, he looks kindly on the lowly; though lofty, he sees them from afar. 

P: Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life.  

L:You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; with your right hand you save me. 

ALL: The LORD will vindicate me; your love, LORD, endures forever— do not abandon the works of your hands. 

“We don't develop courage by being happy every day. 
We develop it by surviving difficult times and 
challenging adversity.” — Barbara De Angelis 
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Opening Prayer (Steve) 

Congregational Singing (Stan) 

Welcome and Passing of the Peace  
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also, with you. 
Leader: Let us offer one another signs of peace, reconciliation,  and love. 

2. HEARING GOD’S WORD 
Scriptures: Matthew 10:16-23; 28 (NIV) 

Matthew 10:16 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as 
innocent as doves. 17 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the 
synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the 
Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be 
given what to say, 20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.” 

21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents and have 
them put to death. 22 You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will 
be saved. 23 When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going 
through the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.” 

28 “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell.” 

 

Sermon: “When Hell Froze Over” (John) 
Our time of "crisis" is actually a time for renewal. It is a 
period of introspection, reflection, and excitement about 
the future. This is not a time to judge, but a time to open 
ourselves to inspiration and a renewed relationship with 
the community. And from where shall we seek such 
inspiration? It will be a cold day in hell when the 
Fellowship caves to a little adversity. 
 
 
 

3. RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
Congregational Singing (Stan) 

Joys & Concerns 

Offering & Music (Stan) 

Snack Break 

Meeting 

Benediction (Steve) 

“Just as we develop our physical muscles through 
overcoming opposition - such as lifting weights - we develop 
our character muscles by overcoming challenges and 
adversity.” — Stephen Covey 

 

“Adversity is like a strong wind. It tears away from us all but 
the things that cannot be torn, so that we see ourselves as 
we really are.” — Arthur Golden 

 

“In prosperity, our friends know us; in adversity, we know 
our friends.” — John Churton Collins 

 


