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August 30, 2026 
“Who Was Ida B. Wells And Why Is She So Important Today?” 

FORT COLLINS MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP 
300 E. Oak Street, Ft. Collins, CO 80524 

Worship: 10:00 AM Pastor:  Steve Ramer Office: (970) 658-2623    Cell: 970-412-7510 

 

Ida B. Wells (circa 1895) by Cihak and Zima – from WikiMedia Commons: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=93448526 

SEASON OF PENTECOST 
Romans 8:2 A new power is in operation. The Spirit of life in Christ, like a strong wind, has magnificently cleared 
the air, freeing you from a fated lifetime of brutal tyranny at the hands of sin and death. (The Message)

 1. GATHERING 

Musical Prelude (John) 

Call to Worship (Steve): #1040 
L: In defiance of corruption and falsehood, 
P: we commit to truth and integrity, and we pray for honesty and 
uprightness to increase in our world. 
L: In defiance of apathy and hatred, 
P: we choose to be proactive in love, and we pray for understanding and peace to increase in our world. 
L: In defiance of skepticism and cynicism, 
P: we embrace the mystery of faith, and we pray for humility and wonder to increase in our world. 
L: In defiance of self-interest and human arrogance, 
P: we celebrate God’s salvation, and we pray for compassion and faith to increase in our world. 
L: In defiance of all that would oppose God’s purpose among us, 
P: we choose again to follow Christ, and we continue to pray, not just now, but at all times. Amen. 

Opening Prayer (Steve): #862 

Congregational Singing (Cathy) 

“The way to right wrongs is to turn 
the light of truth upon them.”  
— Ida B. Wells 
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Welcome and Passing of the Peace  
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also, with you. 
All: Let us offer one another signs of peace, 

reconciliation,  and love. 

2. HEARING GOD’S WORD 
Scriptures: Matthew 5: 13 -16 

13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer 
good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

14 "You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 

15 No one after lighting a lamp, puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in 
the house. 

16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven. 

 Sermon: “Who Was Ida B. Wells And Why Is She So Important Today?” 
Ida B. Wells was an American investigative journalist, sociologist, educator, and early leader in the civil rights 
movement. She is probably best known for her fight against lynching. She was one of the founders of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). Wells dedicated her career to combating 
prejudice and violence, and advocating for African-American equality—especially for women. 

3. RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
Congregational Singing (Cathy)  

Response 

Joys and Concerns 

Offering & Music (John) 

Sending (Steve): #1039  

May we go forth into the world with 
courage and confidence, 
and be ready to confront evil without retreating, 
knowing that people — young and old, chosen and called by God — 
will receive power to stand fast against evil, and to triumph day by day. 

 

“The appeal to the white man's pocket has ever been more effectual 
than all the appeals ever made to his conscience.” — Ida B. Wells 

 

“The white man's victory soon became complete by fraud, violence, 
intimidation and murder. “ — Ida B. Wells 

“Somebody must show that the Afro-American race is 
more sinned against than sinning, and it seems to have 
fallen upon me to do so.” — Ida B. Wells 


