August 23, 2026
“Santino’s Journey”

FORT COLLINS MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
300 E. Oak Street, Ft. Collins, CO 80524

Worship: 10:00 AM Pastor: Steve Ramer Office: (970) 658-2623 Cell: 970-412-7510

SEASON OF PENTECOST

Romans 8:2 A new power is in operation. The Spirit of life in Christ, like a strong wind, has magnificently cleared
the air, freeing you from a fated lifetime of brutal tyranny at the hands of sin and death. (The Message)

1. GATHERING

Musical Prelude (Leanna)

Call to Worship (Steve): based on Psalm 91 (The Message)

L: You who dwell in the presence the Most High God, who spend the
heat of the day in the AlImighty God’s cool shadow, say this:

P: ”God, you're my refuge. | trust in you and I'm safe!"

L: That's right - God can rescue you from hidden traps, and can shield
you from deadly hazards.

P: God’s huge outstretched arms protect us - under them we are
perfectly safe; God’s arms can fend off all harm.

L: Fear nothing - not wild wolves in the night, nor flying accusations in
the day,

P: Not diseases that prowl through the darkness, or even a disaster
that erupts at high noon.

L: Even though others succumb all around, dropping like flies right and left, no permanent harm will deter you.
ALL: Yes, because God is our refuge, the Most High God our true home,

evil will not overcome us, let alone even get through the door.

Opening Prayer (Steve)
Congregational Singing (Cathy)

“Even though you may want to move
forward in your life, you may have
one foot on the brakes. In order to be
free, we must learn how to let go.
Release the hurt. Release the fear.
Refuse to entertain your old pain.
The energy it takes to hang onto the
past is holding you back from a new
life. What is it you would let go of
today?” —Mary Manin Morrissey



Welcome and Passing of the Peace
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also, with you.

All: Let us offer one another signs of peace,

“You can't go into new life experiences without the
understanding that yeah, you may fail, but knowing you
might fail can't stop you from trying.” —Alice Dreger

reconciliation, and love.

2. HEARING GOD’S WORD

Scriptures: Matthew 3: 11 (The Message)

I'm baptizing you here in the river, turning your old life in for a new one. The real action comes next: The main
character in this drama - compared to him, I'm a mere stagehand - will ignite the kingdom life within you, a fire
within you, the Holy Spirit within you, changing you from the inside out.

Sermon: “Santino’s Journey”
Today we will listen to another transformative tale, as Santino blesses us with his miraculous journey toward a
new life.

3. RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Congregational Singing (Cathy)
Response “l used to believe that people are only born once, but now | feel | have
been reborn, like | was given a new life. | see myself as a child, full of

Joys and Concerns
¥ energy and hope.” — Bahman Ghobadi

Offering & Music (Leanna)
“I feel like | have a new life and I'm going to take full advantage of it.”

Sending (Steve) — William Green

“The question is what | wanted to do with the new life God has given
me. This is the mission | want to take on.” — Billy Tauzin




