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May 17, 2026 
“Jesus Freaks, Why You Staring at the Sky?” 

FORT COLLINS MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP 
300 E. Oak Street, Ft. Collins, CO 80524 

Worship: 10:00 AM Pastor:  Steve Ramer Office: (970) 658-2623    Cell: 970-412-7510 
 

 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER SEASON 
Today we continue to celebrate and practice the resurrection of Christ. Death could not defeat him. Jesus lives! 

1. GATHERING 
Prelude (Geoff) 

Call to Worship: #919 (Steve) 
L: In his hands 
P: the iron nails. 
L: In his side 
P: the iron spear. 
L: On his head 
P: the crown of thorns. 
L: In his arid mouth 
P: the final words. 
L: In his slow death 
P: the first redemption. 
L: In his sight 
P: the standing mother. 
L: In his nostrils 

P: the whiff of Rome. 
L: In his ears 
P: the babbling mob.  
L: In his mouth 
P: the sour drink. 
L: In his dying 
P: the wind of eternity. 
L: In his burial 
P: the promise of life. 
L: In his resurrection 
P: the sign we all awaited. 
L: In his ascension 
P: the rising of our souls. 

Opening Prayer: #1014 (Steve) 
O God, you withdraw from our sight, that you may be known by our love; 
help us to enter the cloud where you are hidden, 
and surrender al our certainty to the darkness of faith in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Congregational Singing (Geoff) 
  

“The most glorious 
moments in your life are 
not the so-called days of 
success, but rather those 
days when out of 
dejection and despair you 
feel rise in you a 
challenge to life, and the 
promise of future 
accomplishments.”  
— Gustave Flaubert 
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Welcome and Passing of the Peace  
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also, with you. 
Leader: Let us offer one another signs of peace, reconciliation,  and love. 

2. HEARING GOD’S WORD 
Scripture: Acts 1:1-11  

Acts 1:1 Theophilus, in my first book I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day 
when he was taken up to heaven, (which by the way, we call the Gospel of Luke) . . .  Following his suffering and 
death Jesus presented himself alive by many convincing proofs, appearing to many for forty days and speaking 
further about the kingdom of God. While he was still with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 
wait there for the promise of the Father. “This is what you have heard from my very own lips" he said, "John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit in a few days."   

But instead they asked him, "Lord, is now the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?"  He replied, "It 
is not for you to know the times or periods that God’s will, will be done. But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you will be my witnesses here in Jerusalem, then in all Judea and Samaria, and 
finally to the very ends of the earth."  

Then suddenly, in the clear light of day, he was lifted up and the clouds took him out of their sight. As they were 
gazing up into the heavens, suddenly two men in white robes stood next to them and asked, "Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand there looking up into the sky? This Jesus, who has disappeared into heaven, will come back 
someday in the same way as you have just seen him leave.” 

Sermon: “Jesus Freaks, Why You Staring at the Sky?” 

The Ascension of Christ isn't one of the biggest celebrations on the Christian calendar 
but it does raise some important questions such as: "Where did Jesus go?, “Did Jesus 
abandon us?" and additionally, "Does the Ascension negate the Incarnation?" 

3. RESPONDING TO  GOD’S WORD 
Congregational Singing 
(Geoff) 

Reflections 

Joys and Concerns 

Offering & Music  (Stan) 

 

 

Sending: #1066 

May the Christ who walks on wounded feet, walk with you on the road. 

May the Christ who serves with wounded hands, stretch out your hands to serve. 

May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart, open your hearts to love. 

May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet, 

and may everyone you meet see the face of Christ in you. 
 

“I'll lift you and you lift me, and we'll both ascend 
together.” — John Greenleaf Whittier  

“Only a person who has passed through the gate 
of humility can ascend to the heights of the spirit.” 
— Rudolf Steiner  


