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November 30, 2025 
1st Sunday in Advent: “Hope Under Pressure!” 

FORT COLLINS MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP 
300 E. Oak Street, Ft. Collins, CO 80524 

Worship: 10:00 AM Pastor:  Steve Ramer Office: (970) 658-2623    Cell: 970-412-7510 
 

 

SEASON OF ADVENT: BE AMAZED! 
Imagine stepping into a blazing furnace with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in a trial by fire, trusting God 
with your life. At the beginning of Advent, as daylight diminishes and we wonder how long the night will last, we 
tell amazing stories of hope, of a God who saves so that we may emerge un-singed, singing the praises of God! 

1. GATHERING 
Prelude (Leana) 

Candle Lighting 
One: We have been wandering in the dark, fear engulfing us like a burning furnace. 
We long for your hope to find us and silence the flames of our fears. 
Many: Come, Hope of the world. Come amaze us. 
All: May your hope flood the flames of our fears. 

Congregational Singing: O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

Call to Worship (Steve) 
One: God of our ancestors, you are our constant hope through all the ages. 
Many: We come eager for stories of you standing among us. We come longing to feel your presence 
among your people once again. 
One: As the days darken around us, hope can feel a distant memory. 
Many: Even in the middle of trials, we keep our eyes on you. Our allegiance is to you alone. 

“It makes no difference 
how deeply seated may 
be the trouble, how 
hopeless the outlook 
how muddled the tangle, 
how great the mistake. A 
sufficient realization of 
love will dissolve it all.” 
— Emmet Fox 
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One: Trust in God’s steadfast love. Stand in amazement, ready to recognize God already among us here, in this 
place. 
All: Our hope is in you, O God. Fill our hearts with the courage of our ancestors. Ready us to enter their story 
and be amazed. 

Opening Prayer (Steve) 
Ever present God, we confess that the darkness can be frightening. On our own we hesitate; our hope flickers 
like a fragile flame. Yet you have gone before us. You were with the faithful in the fire; you have stood beside 
your people in the blaze. Strengthen us with the witness of those who have remained steadfast in the face of 
misused power. Give us the courage to trust you with our whole lives. Give us the boldness to step forward in 
faith, knowing that only in the deepest night can we see the blazing light of your power. Amen.

Congregational Singing (Cathy) 

Welcome and Passing of the Peace  
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also, with you. 
Leader: Let us offer one another signs of peace, reconciliation,  and love. 

2. HEARING GOD’S WORD 
Scriptures: Based on Daniel 3:8-18 (NRS) 
Certain Chaldeans said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! You, O king, have made a decree, that 
everyone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, shall fall 
down and worship the golden statue, and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be thrown into a 
furnace of blazing fire. [But] Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego . . . pay no heed to you, O king. They do not 
serve your gods, and they do not worship the golden statue that you have set up.” 
Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought in . . . and 
Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods 
and you do not worship the golden statue that I have set up? . . . If you do not worship, you shall immediately be 
thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a 
defense to you in this matter. If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and 
out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your 
gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.”  

Sermon: “Hope Under Pressure! (Steve) 
Welcome to the beginning of our Advent journey. This year, our theme is “Be Amazed!” 
Each week, we’ll be invited to notice the surprising and powerful ways in which God 
shows up—even when we least expect it. 

Today, we begin with “Hope Under Pressure!” God is present with Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego—God doesn’t offer an escape from suffering but is right in the middle of 
it—walking in the flames beside them. Hope is not the absence of struggle. Hope is the 
trust that God’s presence is always with us, even in the fiery pressures of faithful living. 

3. RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
Congregational Singing (Cathy) 

Response 

Joys & Concerns 

Offering & Music (Leana) 

Benediction: #1015 (Steve) 
Go now with courage, trusting in the God who walks with you through the fire. 
May the light of God’s salvation shine brightly for you even in the darkest days. 
Hold fast to hope, for the Lord is faithful and will never forsake you. 
Go in peace, ready to be amazed by the One who acts to save. 

“God grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot 
change, the courage to 
change the things I can, and 
the wisdom to know the 
difference.”  
— Reinhold Niebuhr 


