November 23, 2025
“Thanksgiving in All Circumstances”

FORT COLLINS MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
300 E. Oak Street, Ft. Collins, CO 80524
Worship: 10:00 AM Pastor: Steve Ramer Office: (970) 658-2623 Cell: 970-412-7510

SEASON OF PENTECOST

On Pentecost, we Christians re-imagine the "birth" of the church by the power of the Holy Spirit. This is a
tremendously powerful event where God's people are empowered with diversity.

1. GATHERING

Prelude (Stan)

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer: #864 (Katie) “Sometimes our light goes out but
is blown into flame by another

Congregational Singing (Stan) human being, Each of us owes

Welcome and Passing of the Peace deepest thanks to those who have
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you. rekindled this light. “
People: And also, with you. — Albert Schweitzer

Leader: Let us offer one another signs of peace, reconciliation, and love.

2. HEARING GOD’S WORD

Scriptures: | Thessalonians 5:12-19, Philippians 4:1-14

Thessalonians 5:12 But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among you and have
charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; 1 esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at
peace among yourselves. ** And we urge you, brothers and sisters, to admonish the idlers, encourage the

1



fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all of them. ** See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always
seek to do good to one another and to all. ¢ Rejoice always, ¥ pray without ceasing, 8 give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. *° Do not quench the Spirit.

Philippians 4:1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in

the Lord in this way, my beloved.

2| urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and | ask you also, my loyal
companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with
Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the book of life.

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. ° Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is
near. ® Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things. ? As for the things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in

me, do them, and the God of peace will be with you.

19] rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed, you were
concerned for me but had no opportunity to show it. * Not that | am referring to being in need, for | have
learned to be content with whatever | have. 2| know what it is to have little, and | know what it is to have
plenty. In any and all circumstances | have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having
plenty and of being in need. 31 can do all things through him who strengthens me. **In any case, it was kind of

you to share my distress.

Joys & Concerns

Offering & Music (Stan)

Sending: #1052 (Katie)

Leader: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
People: Thanks be to God.

Leader: Go in peace. share the good news.
People: Thanks be to God.

Leader: Go in peace. Remember the poor.
People: Thanks be to God.

Leader: Go in peace. Go be peace.

People: Thanks be to God.

Leader: Go in peace. Prepare the way.
People: Thanks be to God.

Leader: Go in peace. Christ is risen. Alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia.

Leader: Go in peace. Rejoice in the power of the Spirit.

People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon: “Thanksgiving in All Circumstances”(Katie)

Today Katie shares with us the idea of Thanksgiving in all circumstances,
including abundance and scarcity. People are invited to bring objects for the altar
that represent Thanksgiving for them, and to share what they’re thankful for.

3. RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Congregational Singing (Stan)

“Gratitude can transform common days into
thanksgivings, turn routine jobs into joy, and
change ordinary opportunities into blessings”
— William Arthur Ward

“Be true to yourself, help others, make each day
your masterpiece, make friendship a fine art,
drink deeply from good books - especially the
Bible, build a shelter against a rainy day, give
thanks for your blessings and pray for guidance
every day.” — John Wooden

“To give thanks in solitude is enough.
Thanksgiving has wings and goes where it must
go. Your prayer knows much more about it than
you do.” — Victor Hugo



