November 16, 2025
“The Joy of Harvest Begins By Planting Seeds!”

FORT COLLINS MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
300 E. Oak Street, Ft. Collins, CO 80524
Worship: 10:00 AM Pastor: Steve Ramer Office: (970) 658-2623 Cell: 970-412-7510

SEASON OF PENTECOST

On Pentecost, we Christians re-imagine the "birth" of the church by the power of the Holy Spirit. This is a
tremendously powerful event where God's people are empowered with diversity.

1. GATHERING
Prelude (Geoff)

Call to Worship: #1023 (Steve) “Before the reward there must
Leader: What will you offer the body of Christ today? be labor. You plant before you
All: Bring all that you have. Bring all that you are. harvest. You sow in tears before
People: The gifts of silence and the gifts of works are welcome. you reap joy.” — Ralph Ransom

Leader: The gifts of doubt and the gifts of faith are welcome.
People: The gifts of the head and the gifts of the heart are welcome.
Leader: The gifts of planning and the gifts of spontaneity are welcome.
All: May all that we are as individuals come together to strengthen the living body of the church, Christ
incarnate.
Opening Prayer: #1019 (Steve)
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us with good gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions.
We receive these gifts in gratitude and offer them to the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, Our Savior. Amen.
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Congregational Singing (Geoff)

Welcome and Passing of the Peace

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also, with you.

Leader: Let us offer one another signs of peace, reconciliation, and love.

2. HEARING GOD’S WORD

Scriptures: Mark 4:3-9, 2 Corinthians 9:6-11

Mark 4: 3 "Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came
and ate it up. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since
it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away. 7
Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 Other seed fell
into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a
hundredfold.” 9 And he said, "Let anyone with ears to hear listen!"

2 Corinthians 9: 6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. 9 As
itis written, "He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." 10 He who supplies
seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of
your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce
thanksgiving . . .

Sermon: “The Joy of Harvest Begins By Planting Seeds! (Steve)

This morning we celebrate the end of our fall pledge season. Like the old hymn
says, “we are bringing in our sheaves.” We have experienced a momentous
harvest of precious gifts given joyfully to do God's work in this time and in this
place.

' 3. RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Congregational Singing (Geoff)
Response
Joys & Concerns

Offering & Music (Geoff)

“A tree is known by its fruit; a man by his deeds. A good
deed is never lost; he who sows courtesy reaps friendship,

and he who plants kindness gathers love.” — Saint Basil
Sending: #1015 (Steve)

Generous God,

you gave us life;

now we give our lives back to you.
We present ourselves:

our work and play,

our joys and sorrows,

our thoughts and deeds,

our gifts and resources, “Take a leap of faith and begin this wondrous new year
to be used by you by believing. Believe in yourself. And believe that there is
for the sake of all people everywhere, a loving Source - a Sower of Dreams - just waiting to be
through Jesus Christ. Amen asked to help you make your dreams come true.”
— Sarah Ban Breathnach

“Did | offer peace today? Did | bring a smile to someone's
face? Did | say words of healing? Did | let go of my anger
and resentment? Did | forgive? Did | love? These are the
real questions. | must trust that the little bit of love that |
sow now will bear many fruits, here in this world and the
life to come.” — Henri Nouwen



