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December 7, 2025 
2nd Sunday in Advent: “Peace in the Valley of the Bones” 

FORT COLLINS MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP 
300 E. Oak Street, Ft. Collins, CO 80524 

Worship: 10:00 AM Pastor:  Steve Ramer Office: (970) 658-2623    Cell: 970-412-7510 
 

 

SEASON OF ADVENT: BE AMAZED! 
Imagine a valley full of dry bones, total silence, not even a breeze. Then a noise, a rattling sound as the bones 
come together, bone to bone, tendon to tendon. In this miraculous vision given to the prophet Ezekiel, God 
breathes life into the bones so that they may dance again. Come, Holy Spirit! We pray on this second Sunday of 
Advent for renewal of body, mind, and spirit. 

1. GATHERING 
Prelude: “Gesu Bambino” by Pietro A. Yon (John) 

Candle Lighting 

One: We have been wandering in the dark, our spirits dry and cracked from 
conflict, aching for peace to pour into the crevices to revive us. 

Many: Come, Peace of the world. Come amaze us. 

All: May Your peace fill the cracks in our dry, brittle bones. Bind us together, 
strengthen and unite us, that we might dance! 

Congregational Singing: #211 – “Hope is a Candle” (Rachel)  
  

“If we have no peace, it is 
because we have forgotten 
that we belong to each 
other.” — Mother Teresa 

“Do I not destroy my enemies 
when I make them my 
friends?” — Abraham Lincoln 
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Call to Worship: Based on Ezekiel 37:1–14 / NRSVue (Katie) 
One: God in our desert, you are our peace in all places. 
Many: Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely. 
One: Thus says the Lord God:  “Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they 
may live.” 
Many: Can these dry bones live? 
One: The wind of God moves among these dry bones. Stand and live!  
(Everyone stand) 
Many: We are the people of God, a vast multitude, filled with God’s Spirit. 
One: “I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live. I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that 
I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord. 
All: You are the only source of true life, O God. You breathe new life into our dry bones and fill us with your 
peace. We stand before you, ready to enter your story and be amazed. 

Opening Prayer (Katie) 

Breath of Life, our lives, our congregations, our world are filled with dry bones. We gather today, confident in 
your power to breathe new life into your aching world. Give us the courage to stand here, in this desert place 
and to see the world as you imagine it. Prepare us for your new vision of peace and wholeness for a world of dry 
bones. Amen. 

Congregational Singing: #212: “Comfort, Comfort, O My People” (Rachel) 

Welcome and Passing of the Peace  
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also, with you. 
Leader: Let us offer one another signs of peace, reconciliation,  and love. 

2. HEARING GOD’S WORD 
Scriptures: Based on Ezekiel 37:1–6, 10, 13–14 / NRSVue (Katie and Steve) 

The spirit of the Lord . . . set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. . . . He said to me, “Mortal, 
can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones: O 
dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. . . . I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. . . . and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.” 

I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a 
vast multitude. . . . O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your 
own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 

Sermon: “Peace in the Valley of the Bones (Steve) 
We hear of Ezekiel’s vision, and we wonder. The finality of the initial scene (these are 
not just bones but “dry bones”) is often how reality seems to be—hopeless. The 
silence of the valley might remind us of the demands of the rich and powerful for us 
to remain silent. Could it really be that what appears to be the end is not the end? 
Could it be that God might act yet again, in the flesh and bones of incarnation and in 
the flesh-and-bone realities of our lives? 

3. RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
Congregational Singing: #485: ”Put Peace 
into Each Other’s Hands” (Rachel) 

Response 

Joys & Concerns 

Offering & Music: “Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring” by JS Bach (John) 

Benediction: #1015 (Steve) 
Stand up people of God, feel the breeze on your skin. God is doing 
something new among us! 
As you wait, may God’s peace settle deep within your bones, renewing and restoring you. 

“Limiting the ability of the people 
to peacefully organize and partake 
in direct action to fight against 
persecution and discrimination is 
not only barred by the U.S. 
Constitution but is fundamentally 
un-American.” — Rashida Tlaib 


