December 21, 2025: Winter Solstice

4 Sunday in Advent: “Be Amazed: Love Comes Down’
In-Person (Greyrock Commons) and ZOOM Meeting

’

FORT COLLINS MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
300 E. Oak Street, Ft. Collins, CO 80524
Worship: 10:00 AM Pastor: Steve Ramer Office: (970) 658-2623 Cell: 970-412-7510

SEASON OF ADVENT: BE AMAZED!
Imagine standing on a hill and peering through a powerful telescope at star clusters billions of light-years away.
From the Creator of this mysterious vastness is gifted to you a single word—Ilove. See it move as a baby’s hand in

the light of a candle’s tiny flame. Amid the noise of violence and the dirty straw of your darkest hour, wait and
look for the light—God’s gift dwelling here.

1. GATHERING

Prelude (Stan)

“From my point of view, God is the
Candle Lighting yP J

light that illuminates the darkness,

One: We have been wandering in the long, dark night, looking into the even if it does not dissolve it, and a
vastness, looking for even a glimmer of light, to usher in your love. spark of divine light is within each
Many: Come, Love of the world. Come amaze us. of us.” — Pope Francis

All: May your love dispel the darkness and reveal your path of grace and

mercy, inviting us to journey with you.

Congregational Singing

Call to Worship: Based on John 1:1-18 (Lynette)

One: In the beginning was love, and love was with God, and love was God.

Many: We gather in awe and amazement, watching and waiting for Love to come down.
One: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

Many: We wait with hope, longing for the gentle light of love to fill the world.

One: The Word became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and truth.

Many: We have seen his glory, Love embodied among us. (continued on next page)
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One: Come, let us worship the God who moves among us, the Christ who draws near, the Spirit who shines in
our hearts.

All: The Light is coming! We tremble in excitement and uncertainty. Watching, waiting, for Love to be born.
Opening Prayer (Lynette)

God of love, as we wait in these final days of Advent, our hearts are drawn toward the gentle light of your
coming. In the stillness, we listen for the sound of your baby-cry piercing the darkness; in the shadows, we look
for love to be made known. You are not distant or removed — you come to dwell among us, full of grace and
truth. Open our eyes, let us see your glory, open our hearts to receive your love, and prepare us to bear witness
to the wonder of Christ’s coming.

Congregational Singing “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”

Welcome and Passing of the Peace
— Martin Luther King, Jr.

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also, with you.
Leader: Let us offer one another signs of peace, reconciliation, and love.

2. HEARING GOD’S WORD

Scriptures: John 1:1-5, 10, 15 | NRSVue (Steve)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Sermon: “Be Amazed: Love Comes Down (Steve)

Approaching Christmas, the readings in the Narrative Lectionary shift to the
fourth gospel. We are introduced to Jesus as the Word who co-existed with
| God at the beginning, as the light who was soon to come into the world.

3. RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Congregational Singing

“Sometimes our light goes out but is blown into flame by another human being.

Response Each of us owes deepest thanks to those who have rekindled this light. “
Joys & Concerns — Albert Schweitzer
Offering & Music (Stan) “There is a crack in everything, that’s how the light gets in.” — Leonard Cohen

Benediction (Steve)

Go now, watching and waiting for love to come down.

Look into the world ready to be amazed— light shines in the darkness, steady, sure.

Hold fast to hope, for the Word is becoming flesh, grace and truth are drawing near to dwell among us.

May the God who speaks, the Christ who comes near, and the Spirit who shines within you, fill you with love and
peace, now and always

“My journey is so similar to everyone else's journey because we all are human. We all have been defeated by the
powers of darkness, and we all find redemption in the light of Christ.” — Ted Dekker



