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December 14, 2025 
3rd Sunday in Advent: “Be Amazed: Joy in the Desert” 

ZOOM Meeting Only 
FORT COLLINS MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP 

300 E. Oak Street, Ft. Collins, CO 80524 
Worship: 10:00 AM Pastor:  Steve Ramer Office: (970) 658-2623    Cell: 970-412-7510 

 

 

SEASON OF ADVENT: BE AMAZED! 
Imagine wandering thirsty through a desert wasteland and happening upon a spring of clear, cold water. On this 
third Sunday of Advent, you are invited to lay down your cares; find rest, comfort, and joy in God’s amazing 
provision, in the places where you least expect it. 

1. GATHERING 
Prelude 

Candle Lighting 

One: We have been wandering in the dark, cold, desert of grief and 
despair, and we feel heavy, dry and lifeless. 
Many: Come, Joy of the world. Come amaze us. 
All: May your joy water our thirsty souls, that we may become your 
fountains of joy, freely sharing your joy with the world. 

Congregational Singing 
  

“Let's choose today to quench our 
thirst for the 'good life' we thinks 
others lead by acknowledging the 
good that already exists in our lives. 
We can then offer the universe the 
gift of our grateful hearts.”  
— Sarah Ban Breathnach 
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Call to Worship: Based on Isaiah 55:1-13 
One: Come, all who hunger and thirst for more— God calls us to the feast! 
Many: We are weary exiles, longing for home, caught in a world that drains our hope.  
One: “Listen, so that you may live! My covenant is everlasting, my promise sure.” 
Many: Can joy reach us here, in this place of waiting? 
One: God’s vision is higher than the heavens, stretching beyond what we can see. 
Many: The invitation is for all people, from the farthest reaches of the earth. 
One: The word of the Lord does not return empty—it brings forth life! 
Many: The mountains and the hills will burst into song, the trees of the field will clap their hands! 
All: You are the source of true joy, O God. You expand our vision, lifting our eyes beyond the moment, 
beyond despair, into amazement. 
We stand before you, ready to enter your story and be amazed. 

Opening Prayer (Steve) 

God of promise, we come as exiles in a weary world, our hope dimmed by the weight of the present moment. 
Like Mary riding on a donkey toward Bethlehem, we long for home, for restoration, for the joy of the known. 
Yet your word goes out, stretching us beyond the limits of our vision, calling all people into your abundance, 
drawing all creation into your song of joy. 
Lift our eyes, O God. Expand our hearts. Renew our hope so that we, like Mary, may step forward in faith, 
amazed by your provision and ready to follow where you lead. 

Congregational Singing 

Welcome and Passing of the Peace  
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also, with you. 
Leader: Let us offer one another signs of peace, reconciliation,  and love. 

2. HEARING GOD’S WORD 
Scriptures: Based on Isaiah 55:1, 6, 9–12 NRSVue (Steve) 

Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you 
who have no money, come on and eat until you’re full! 
Come, enjoy the wine and milk that is given without 
money and without price. Seek the Lord while he may be 
found; call upon him while he is near; 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
and do not return there until they have watered the earth . . . so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I 
sent it. 

For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the 
hills before you shall burst into song, 

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands..” 

Sermon: “Joy in the Desert (Steve) 
 Isaiah addresses the beleaguered exiles in Babylon. Their conditions are 
grim and their outlook bleak. They carry with them the memories of the 
siege of Jerusalem and the destruction of the temple. More than anything, 
they long to return home. 
 
(Continued on next page) 
  



3 

3. RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
Congregational Singing 

Response 

Joys & Concerns 

Offering & Music 

Benediction (Steve) 
Eat and drink, be filled with the abundant joy 
of the Lord, delighting as the Holy Spirit moves 
here among us. 
May your heart be open, ready to receive God’s abundant love. 
Watch and wonder, for signs of God’s promised One are everywhere. 
Go in the knowledge that, at any moment, God’s glory will break through our assumptions and amaze us with 
new possibilities. 
 

 
 

 

“Too much good fortune can make you smug and unaware. Happiness should be like an oasis, the greener 
for the desert that surrounds it.” — Rachel Field  

“If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably 
with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room 
for the wrath of God; for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay, says the Lord." No, "if your enemies are hungry, 
feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to 
drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads." Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good.”  — Romans 12:18-21 


