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January 4, 2025 
1st Sunday after Christmas: “Who Are You?” 

In-Person (Grey Rock Commons) and ZOOM Meeting 
FORT COLLINS MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP 

300 E. Oak Street, Ft. Collins, CO 80524 
Worship: 10:00 AM Pastor:  Steve Ramer Office: (970) 658-2623    Cell: 970-412-7510 

 

 

SEASON OF ADVENT: BE AMAZED! GOD AMONG US 
Imagine the silence of a great wilderness. Do you hear a sound? It is a powerful voice calling us to prepare the 
way of the Lord even after Christmas has been packed away. Listen closely—he tells an amazing story of a dove 
as the Spirit of God searching for a home, scissoring through the air, coming finally to land on the shoulder of 
Jesus. 

1. GATHERING 
Prelude (John) 

Candle Lighting 

One: We have been waiting in the long, dark night, waiting for your light 
of hope, peace, joy. and love to reveal itself and shine on us. Shine in us. 

Many: Come, Light of the world. Amaze us! 

All: May your light shine through the dark, illuminating your path, 
illuminating our souls. 

Congregational Singing (Rachel) 

Call to Worship: Based on John 1:19–34 (Steve) 
One: In the wilderness, a voice cries out: “Prepare the way of the Lord!”  
Many: We have heard the call; we have watched for the light. 
One: The One we waited for has come— a gentle dove, a vulnerable child. 
Many: We have seen the Christ child among the poor; we have heard the soft flutter of wings. 
One: This is how God arrives among us— not in power and might, but in vulnerable love. 
Many: Your ways are not our ways, O God. 
One: Come, let us worship the One who has come among us, the Lamb of God, the light of the world. 
All: We stand in amazement— Christ has been revealed! 

 

“From my perspective, I absolutely 
believe in a greater spiritual power, 
far greater than I am, from which I 
have derived strength in moments 
of sadness or fear.” — Jane Goodall 

 

“Never be in a hurry; do everything 
quietly and in a calm spirit. Do not 
lose your inner peace for anything 
whatsoever, even if your whole 
world seems upset.”  
— Saint Francis de Sales 
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Opening Prayer (Steve) 

God of mystery and revelation, you invite us not to trust our plans, but to watch in amazement as your plans 
unfold. Who would have believed the angels’ song, trusted the shepherds’ story? 

Like John in the wilderness, may we hold the news of Jesus Messiah with open hands, bearing witness to the 
One who is greater than us. 

As the magi changed course, bowing to worship a king in a stable instead of in a palace, as the Spirit descended 
like a dove, we now abandon our plans at the manger. 

Give us hearts ready to follow, hands ready to serve, and voices ready to proclaim: “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 
Amen. 

Congregational Singing 

Welcome and Passing of the Peace  
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also, with you. 
Leader: Let us offer one another signs of peace, reconciliation,  and love. 

2. HEARING GOD’S WORD 
Scriptures: John 1:19-23, 29–34| NRSVue (Steve) 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are 
you?" 20 He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, "I am not the Messiah." 

21 And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the prophet?" He answered, 
"No." 22 Then they said to him, "Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 

23 He said, "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, "Make straight the way 
of the Lord,' " as the prophet Isaiah said… 

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, "After me 
comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.' 

31 I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he 
might be revealed to Israel." 

32 And John testified, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 

33 I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, "He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 

34 And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 

Sermon: “Who Are You?” (Steve) 
John is approached with a question: “Who are you?” He responds, saying that he is “not the Messiah,” but 
rather “the voice of one crying out in the wilderness.” One called to “prepare the Way of the Lord.” 

3. RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
Congregational Singing 

Response 

Joys & Concerns 

Offering & Music (John) 

Benediction (Steve) 
Go now, not seeking your own way, but pointing always to Jesus. 
Go, watching for the Spirit, ready to recognize the gentle dove. 
And as you go, may the God who reaches down to touch the earth 
fill you with peace and wonder, now and always. 
 

“You are not a human being in search of a spiritual experience. You are a spiritual 
being immersed in a human experience.” — Pierre Teilhard de Chardin. 

“Help us to be ever faithful gardeners of the spirit, who know 
that without darkness nothing comes to birth, and without light 

nothing flowers.” — May Sarton 

“Spiritual identity means we are not what we do or what people say about us. And we are not what we have. We are 
the beloved daughters and sons of God.”  –  Henri Nouwen 


