Virtual Service: Sunday, March 29, 2020
“According to Jesus, Most of Our Fretting is for the Birds!”
The Worship Service appears below for you to follow. Wherever you see a link, click to listen!

1. GATHERING
▪ Prelude: “Talk about Suffering here Below” by Ricky Skaggs and friends
Click to listen: https://youtu.be/wx7iDynTIug
▪ Call to Worship: A Prayer for Mercy
Follow along below as you click to listen: https://youtu.be/Vjkn8RF05E8

Leader: Lord we gather today facing uncertainty, anxiety and fear as the world struggles with the
unknowns of Covid-19. We confess that we are troubled by rapidly changing events and we worry
about how the ripple effect of this crisis may impact our own day to day lives and the lives of those
we love.
People: Healer of our every ill, Light of each tomorrow, Give us peace beyond our fear, and hope
beyond our sorrow.*
Leader: We pray now for those who are ill with this virus, and for the families and loved ones of those
who have died. Bring healing to those who are sick, protection to those who are elderly, and comfort
to those who mourn. Bless those who are in quarantine and those who are awaiting test results. Be
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near to those who are lonely, grant patience to those who wait. We remember in particular the
people of China, South Korea, Iran and Italy.
People: Healer of our every ill, Light of each tomorrow, Give us peace beyond our fear, and hope
beyond our sorrow.
Leader: We pray now for doctors, nurses, lab technicians, paramedics and first responders,
pharmacists, those working to develop vaccines and all those in health care who risk their own lives to
care for others. Grant protection to them and to their families. May they know an extra measure of
your grace.
People: Healer of our every ill, Light of each tomorrow, Give us peace beyond our fear, and hope
beyond our sorrow.
Leader: We pray now for leaders of our government and for government officials around the world at
local, regional and national levels. Give them wisdom to act for the wellbeing of all people. Grant
them the courage to make difficult decisions. Empower them to be truthful and to lead with
compassion.
People: Healer of our every ill, Light of each tomorrow, Give us peace beyond our fear, and hope
beyond our sorrow.
Leader: We pray now for the poor who are suffering the most from this illness and from its economic
fallout. We pray for those with no access to health care or health insurance, for those with no paid
sick leave, for children who will not eat when schools are closed and for those in industries whose
jobs are being most severely threatened.
People: Healer of our every ill, Light of each tomorrow, Give us peace beyond our fear, and hope
beyond our sorrow.
Leader: We pray for all those people and places that were already facing intense suffering before the
Covid-19 crisis began. We pray for the people of Syria, for those children and families at our borders,
for the many around the world who struggle with intense poverty and disease. And we remember the
challenges and brokenness of our beloved Mother Earth. May we not forget these people or these
realities while we focus on this new challenge.
People: Healer of our every ill, Light of each tomorrow, Give us peace beyond our fear, and hope
beyond our sorrow.
Leader: Finally, we pray Lord for the unnamed concerns of our hearts (silence). In your mercy Lord:
Hear our prayers. We ask that as we offer these concerns to you we not be overcome by fear. We ask
that every time we wash our hands we receive your call to open our hands, and to open our hearts to
those in need. Help us to care for one another. And may we remember your promise which the
Psalmist proclaims: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in times of trouble. Therefore
we will not fear.” (Psalm 46:1-2)
People: Healer of our every ill, Light of each tomorrow, Give us peace beyond our fear, and hope
beyond our sorrow.
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*Refrain taken from hymn #377, “Healer of our Every Ill,” Hymnal Worship Book, Herald Press, 1992,
words by Marty Haugen. Prayer by Carmen Schrock-Hurst, Eastern Mennonite Seminary, 3/10/2020,
permission granted to use with citations.
▪ Singing: Click the links below to hear the music.
─ “It is Well with my Soul” by 3B4Joy: https://youtu.be/Vjq2oKevKh0
─ “How Can I Keep from Singing” by John McCutcheon: https://youtu.be/bcELg2BcvlE
or
─ “How Can I Keep from Singing” by Joe Jenks and Brother Son: https://youtu.be/RFPNUaiKMe4

2. HEARING GOD’S WORD
▪ Scripture: Matthew 6:25-34 (included in Steve’s sermon)

Matt 6: 25 “That’s why I tell you: Do not worry about your life - what you’re going to eat and drink - or
about your body - what you’re going to wear. There is more to living than food and clothing, isn’t
there? 26 Take a look at the birds of the sky: they don’t plant or harvest, or gather into barns. Yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. You’re worth more than they, aren’t you? 27 Can any of you add a single
hour to your life by fretting about it? 28 And why worry about clothes? Notice how the wild lilies grow:
they neither toil nor spin. 29 Yet let me tell you, even Solomon at the height of his glory was never
decked out like one of them. 30 So if God dresses up the grass in the fields, which is here today and
gone tomorrow, won’t God care for you even more, you who take nothing for granted in this world?
31 So don’t worry. Don’t say, "What am I going to eat?' or "What am I going to drink?' or "What am I
going to wear?' 32 All those things the unbelievers seek after, but your heavenly Father is aware, after
all, that you need them. 33 Instead you should seek God’s domain and God’s justice first, and all these
things will come as a bonus. 34 "So don’t fret about tomorrow. Let tomorrow take care of itself for
today's trouble are certainly enough for today.S
▪ Steve’s Sermon: “According to Jesus, Most of Our Fretting is for the Birds!”
Click to listen: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1U7L-xHgl30&feature=youtu.be

3. RESPONDING TO GOD
▪ Closing Song: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” by a virtual world-wide choir
Click to listen: https://youtu.be/z4EoLm3_luM
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